Christ Empowered Life
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* Does words, criticisms,
setbacks, failures affect
you?

‘S, ftvE, BIrFEK

& BRI 2




!

Resurrection : Life
that overcomes even

death
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He Ls not here for he

LS risen

Matt 28:6
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|. The World’s Path — The Struggle for Identity
—. HRAGER. —HSHARRE




* Eph. 2:1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins

* 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at
work in the sons of disobedience
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* Happiness: conditional on others’ approval

* Success : achievement, possession, status
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ldentity from Recognition

e I=VNE

* Friedrich Hegel : human identity as born from a struggle for recognition.
* We fight to be seen, to be valued, to be independent.
* Feel compelled to live up to world’s standards
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* Asian Cultural Identity
 Identity ("Who am I?" ) is Relational:
* The Collective is Primary:
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e try to save ourselves F {11z B K7

e Stick our head in the sand B¢ B[, 7S
Resignation Ay

|  Merit T 45
 Serve out of Pride, fear, manipulation FE & . A #FEFEI=mATH

* Make God in our own image FEF{IH=E2BiE 7%
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Il. God’s Interruption ... “But God”
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4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which he loved us,

*5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ
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The True Master Became a Slave
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*Phil 2:7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of
a servant [ 6oUAoc doulos, slave], being born in
the likeness of men
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Honored children: 5 &1 )&

* By Grace you have been saved (v.8)
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*show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.(v.7)
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Mephlbosheth
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2 Sam 9:1 [ [~9:1
[David:] If any of
Jonathan’s family still
alive, show kindness

to them
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God loves you as you are, not as you should be
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*John 17:3: "Now
this is eternal life:
that they know
yvou, the only true
God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you
have sent




Embrace our
|mperfect|ons
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Rom. 8:1 There is
therefore now no
condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus
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* Don’t consider me
a saint, unless you
consider a saint
nothing more than }#
a sinner who o
keeps trying
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l1l. What an Empowered Life Looks Like
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Heavenly positioned: “seated with him in the
heavenly realms” (v. 6)

REmMHA: “Sfh—RLEXRLE" (F67)

Connected with God: “One with Christ Jesus”
(v.6)
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“I am not Ashamed”
“BA UG A H”

e Acts 16:25 About midnight Paul and Silas were
praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them,
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* 1 Cor 2: 3 And | was with you in weakness and in &
fear and much trembling ‘
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No longer victims of circumstance
AEERTERLIR

* ROM 8: 35
Who shall
separate us
from the love
of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or
distress, or
persecution, or
famine, or
nakedness, or
danger, or
sword?

Elizabeth Elliot: 1926 ~ 2015



No longer victims of circumstance
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er need to live in AEMIL &4 7

e Distraction JJ88 % K
e Eat, drink, for tomorrow we die
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* Denial 528 7 IA

* Live as Not as
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* Despair PEANZEEE
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Serving God H Az E

* “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A
I »

Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.
 Martin Luther
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IV. The Choice Before Us
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Not struggle for ' —_

identity or
security /
Not fearful 3& _ |
Assured of God’s ‘ .
protection 2 I - A ABHhEg
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Receive the Christ Empowered Life
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out hope, without God in the
sus, you have been brought near
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Power that overcomes even death -
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* Die to the need to be recognized and feel
important
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* God loves me as | am not as | should be
FHFZNEEXNT, MIFEEFIIEK
 Embrace our imperfections
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* Assured of His protection
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