
Love despite 

Hatred

JOHN 15:18 – 16-4

ISAIAH 66：5 - 6



NERO at Fire of Rome A.D. 64

Domitian



#1 Be prepared for 

persecution



 John 15:18 "If the world hates you, 
know that it has hated me before it 

hated you.


19 If you were of the world, the world 

would love you as its own; but 

because you are not of the world, but 

I chose you out of the world, 

therefore the world hates you.



It's nothing personal



Persecution cannot be 

avoided


20 Remember the word 
that I said to you: 'A 
servant is not greater 
than his master.' If they 
persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you. 
If they kept my word, 
they will also keep 
yours.



My conscience is captive to the 

Word of God. Thus I cannot and 

will not recant, because acting 

against one's conscience is 

neither safe nor sound. Here I 

stand; I can do no other. God 

help me.



Be prepared 

John 16:1 "I have said all these things 

to you to keep you from falling away.



John 16:4 But I have said these things to 

you, that when their hour comes you may 

remember that I told them to you. "I did 

not say these things to you from the 

beginning, because I was with you. 



WEST JAVA, Indonesia



#2 You are not 

going to eliminate 

persecution



Racial 

Prejudice




21 But all these things they 

will do to you on account of 

my name, because they do 

not know him who sent me.



3 And they will do these things 

because they have not known 

the Father, nor me.



约 15：12-17

In the New Testament, the 

numerous mentions of “one 

another” will always find its 

conclusion in “love one another”



Love: Which is harder?

You don’t like him

He doesn’t like you

Choice



Hebrews 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was 

grown up, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh's daughter, 


25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the 

people of God than to enjoy the fleeting 

pleasures of sin.


26 He considered the reproach of Christ 

greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for 

he was looking to the reward.



#3 Love Despite 

Hatred



The Spirit is coming," Jesus promises. 

26 "But when the Helper comes, whom I 

will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 

of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he 

will bear witness about me.


27 And you also will bear witness, because 

you have been with me from the 

beginning.



 Isaiah 66:5 Hear the word of the LORD, 

you who tremble at his word: "Your 

brothers who hate you and cast you out 

for my name's sake have said, 'Let the 

LORD be glorified, that we may see your 

joy'; but it is they who shall be put to 

shame. 



John Wesley – 19 years of 

preaching

Pelted with rotten tomatoes, 

manure, and stones

Dragged before magistrates, 

beaten with fists, pummeled 

with rocks. 

Homes where he stayed were 

set afire



If we suffer persecution and affliction 

in a right manner, we attain a larger 

measure of conformity to Christ,  .., 

than we could have done merely by 

imitating his mercy, in abundance of 

good works. 



How do we persevere?

These seven words of Jesus, 

"You in me and I in you," 



Keep it up despite the fierceness of 

persecution


ESV  John 16:2 They will put you out of the 
synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming 

when whoever kills you will think he is 

offering service to God. 



Surrender them to God

 22 If I had not come and spoken to 

them, they would not have been 

guilty of sin, but now they have no 

excuse for their sin.

 These men are inexcusable



J。 Oswald Sanders, 
missionary in China, once 

said: “We are at this 

moment as close God as 

we really choose to be”.


