
LOVE
Amidst Suffering



Good Suffering



Leah
1 Reuben See, Son

2 Simeon Heard

3 Levi Attached

4 Judah Praise

Zilpah
7 Gad Fortune

8 Asher Happy

9 Issachar Wages

10 Zebulun Honor

Rachel
Bilhah

5 Dan Judged

6 Naphtali Wresting

11 Joseph Add

12 Ben-Oni Son of my sorrow

12 Benjamin Son of my right hand





Joseph in Egypt



Joseph in Egypt





Gen 50:20

“As for you, 
you meant evil against me, 
but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, 

as they are today.”



Suffering
(Interactions with People)



Suffering
(Interactions with People)

Enemies?



Matt 5:43-48
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise 
on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous 

and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing 

that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you 
doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 



Corrie Ten Boom
Netherlands: Watchmaker





“When I was in the concentration camp, one of the 
most terrible things I had to go through was that they 
stripped us of all our clothes and we had to stand [in 
front of the Germans]. The first time I had to do this, I 
said, ‘Betsie, I cannot do this!’ And suddenly, it was as if 
I saw Jesus at the cross. And the Bible tells us they took 
His garments and He hanged there naked. And I knew 
He hanged there for me, for my sins! In my suffering, I 
understood a fraction of the suffering of Jesus Christ 
and it made me so thankful that I could bear my 
suffering. Love so amazing, so divine! It demands my 
life, my soul, my all.”

Corrie Ten Boom
Netherlands: Watchmaker



German Soldier asking for her forgiveness
“I could not. I remembered the suffering of my dying 
sister through him. But when I saw that I could not 
forgive, I knew that I myself had no forgiveness! 
Do you know what Jesus said about that? ‘When you do 
not forgive those who have sinned against you, My 
Heavenly Father will not forgive you your sins.’ 
Then, I took one of these beautiful texts, one of those 
boundless resources, Romans 5:5 (KJV): The love of 
God is shed abroad into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who is given to us.”

Corrie Ten Boom
Netherlands: Watchmaker



German Soldier asking for her forgiveness
“I said, ‘Thank you, Jesus, that you have brought into 
my heart God’s love through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to me. And thank you, Father, that your love is 
stronger than my hatred!’ That same moment, I was 
free and I could say, ‘Brother, give me your hand,’ and I 
shook hands with him. And it was as if I felt God’s love 
stream through my arms! You’ve never touched the 
ocean of God’s love as when you forgive your enemies! 

Can you forgive? No? I can’t either. But He can!"

Corrie Ten Boom
Netherlands: Watchmaker



Corrie Ten Boom 

Billy Graham



(Amidst Suffering) 

LOVE Your Enemies



(Amidst Suffering) 

God LOVES You



When evil happens...

God causes 
terrible things 
for a reason.

(God is selfish and 
unloving)

God takes terrible events 
and transforms them 

into good.

(God is creative, healing, 
and loving)



Romans 8:18, 26-28
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

…
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do 
not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 
27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those 
who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose.



Gen 50:20

“As for you, 
you meant evil against me, 
but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, 

as they are today.”



Evil: Sold to Egypt as slave

God:
- Potiphar, Jail-Keeper, Pharoah were blessed
- Egypt had grain; many people were kept alive
- Joseph grew spiritually

Joseph: Forgiven his brothers



Evil: WW2 Conc. Camp

God:
- Women received salvation 
- People can understand how high/wide

/deep/long is the love of God
- Refugee camps for homeless/ex-prisoners
- Corrie grew spiritually

Corrie: Forgiven the German soldier



Romans 8:18, 26-28
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

…
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do 
not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 
27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those 
who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose.
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Good 
Suffering



LOVE Your Enemies
God LOVES You

LOVE God

LOVE Amidst 
Good Suffering


