
LOVE AND 
TRUTH IN 
THE FAMILY
Ezekiel 33:7–11; Matthew 18:15–20



Matthew 18:15–20

[15] “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 

alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. [16] But if he does not 

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established 

by the evidence of two or three witnesses. [17] If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 

to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector. [18] Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

[19] Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will 

be done for them by my Father in heaven. [20] For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 



Matthew 18:15–20 (The World)

[15] If your brother sins against you, just keep quiet and think 

about how you’re going to take revenge against him one day. 

[16] If you cannot tahan already, go and talk behind his back. 

Tell all your friends about how he sinned against you, but make 

sure that your brother doesn’t know that you are doing this. [17] 

If you are still not sure how you want to take revenge, just 

cancel him without trying to reconcile first. Spread the word 

that this person has a terrible personality. 



Matthew 18:15–20 (The World)

[18] Truly, I say to you, when that person finds out already, he 

will come and confront you. [19] When he asks, “Why you do 

this to me? Why you say all these things about me?” just deflect 

and deny any wrongdoing. [20] For where two people are 

fighting, both will pay the price for it. 
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I appeal to you, brothers, to 

watch out for those who 

cause divisions and create 

obstacles contrary to the 

doctrine that you have been 

taught; avoid them. 

Romans 16:17

If anyone does not obey 

what we say in this letter, 

take note of that person, 

and have nothing to do with 

him, that he may be 

ashamed.

2 Thessalonians 3:14 



Matthew 18:15–17

[15] “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 

fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 

have gained your brother. [16] But if he does not listen, take 

one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 

established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. [17] 

If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 

refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector. 



Matthew 18:18–20

[18] Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven. [19] Again I say to you, if two of you 

agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for 

them by my Father in heaven. [20] For where two or three 

are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
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Matthew 18:35

So also my heavenly 

Father will do to every 

one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother from 

your heart.



Matthew 18:18–20

[18] Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven. [19] Again I say to you, if two of you 

agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for 

them by my Father in heaven. [20] For where two or three 

are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 



Matthew 6:12

[12] and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors. 



Matthew 6:12, 14–15  

[12] and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors. 

[14] For if you forgive others their trespasses, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you, [15] but if you do not 

forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father 

forgive your trespasses. 



Ezekiel 33:11 

Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 

turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your 

evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
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What have we learned?

- If someone sinned against us, we need to be initiators of the 

reconciliation

- When we initiate, we must do it from the angle of love and truth

- If we are the offender, we must also learn to forgive

- Reconciliation takes time, be patient


