
Seeking 
the 

Good 
Life

Gen 28:10-
19a



Seeking the Good Life 
with underhand tactics



Seeking a new life

•Genesis 28:10 Jacob left 
Beersheba and went toward 
Haran. 

•11 And he came to 
a certain place 
(ָמקֹום) and stayed 
there that night, 
because the sun 
had set. Taking 
one of the stones 
of the place, he 
put it under his 
head and lay 
down in that place
to sleep.





Work in 
Progress



Stairway to Heaven

• ESV  Genesis 28:12 And he 
dreamed, and behold, there 
was a ladder ֻסָלם) sulläm) 
set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven. 
And behold, the angels of 
God were ascending and 
descending on it!



Ladder leading to heaven

• Jacob's Ladder

• ֻסָלם ַיֲעֹקב

•Sūllām Ya‘aqōv

•Stairway –

•Mesopotamian ziggurat 



Midrash: Ibn Ezra
•to view it as a parable. It teaches that nothing is 
hidden from God and that what happens below 
is contingent on the decree from above.

•There is thus, as it were, a ladder linking heaven 
and earth by which angels ascend to inform God 
what they have seen on earth after going over 
it.



Midrash Genesis Rabbah

•Ladder signified the exiles which the Jewish 
people would suffer before the coming of 
the Jewish messiah. 

•First the angel representing the 70-year exile of 
Babylonia climbed "up" 70 rungs, and then fell 
"down". 



Yakob’s Ladder

• (Arabic: يَْعقُوب , romanized: Yaʿqūb)

• The ladder of the created Universe is the ladder which 
appeared in a dream to Jacob, who saw it stretching 
from Heaven to earth, with Angels going up and down 
upon it; and it is also the "straight path", for indeed 
the way of religion is none other than the way of 
creation itself retraced from its end back to its 
Beginning.

Martin Lings



Growing in Holiness

• Gregory of Nazianzus

• Jacob's Ladder by successive 
steps towards excellence, 
interpreting the ladder as an
ascetic path [sanctification]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_of_Nazianzus


Growing in Christlikeness

• John Chrysostom

• And so mounting as it were by steps, 
let us get to heaven by a Jacob’s 
ladder. For the ladder seems to me to 
signify in a riddle by that vision the 
gradual ascent by means of virtue, by 
which it is possible for us to ascend 
from earth to heaven, not using 
material steps, but improvement and 
correction of manners [character].



We are Works in Progress

• NLT  Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's 
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ 
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned 
for us long ago.



In 2008：

“I had about 93 percent of the diesel 
market on my fingertips. All of a sudden, 
oil prices collapsed, and I had over one 
million tons of diesel on the high 
seas, and the price dropped from 
$146 to $34” — Femi Otedola.

The naira was subsequently 
devalued, and interest began to 
skyrocket. When the dust settled, 
Otedola had lost over $480 million 
due to the plunge in oil prices, $258 
million through the devaluation of the 
naira, a further $320 million due to 
accruing interest, and then finally 
$160 million when the stocks crashed.



God’s 
Promise 

and 
Presence



God Promise the Best Life

•Genesis 28:13 And behold, the LORD stood 
above it and said, "I am the LORD, the God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The 
land on which you lie I will give to you and to 
your offspring. 

•Genesis 1315 for all the land that you see I will 
give to you and to your offspring forever.



You will be blessed

•14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the 
earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west 
and to the east and to the north and to the 
south, and in you and your offspring shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.



Otedola was now $1.2 
billion in debt:

“I had two options, either 
to commit suicide or to 
weather the storm. I 
decided to weather the 
storm. I just knew it was a 
phase I had to go through.



Do we know 
God is with us?

•16 Then Jacob 
awoke from his 
sleep and said, 
"Surely the 
LORD is in this 
place, and I did 
not know it."



GOD BY GRACE VISITS HIS PEOPLE 
AND PROMISES THEM 
PROTECTION

You see, God prepares you for more incredible 
things and, of course, the Experience is the best 
teacher, so I had to learn my lessons. I took the 
bitter pill”. — Femi Otedola





I had about 184 flats, which I gave up. I was the 
largest investor in the Nigerian banking sector, 
which I gave up, I was also a major shareholder of 
Africa Finance Corporation, and I was the Chairman 
of Transcorp Hilton. I was a shareholder in Mobil Oil 
Nigeria Limited, the second-largest shareholder in 
Chevron Texaco, Visafone, and several companies 
which they valued, and I had to give up to repay the 
debt.”



Best Life 
in God



•God’s transformation : 
work in progress

•19 He called the name of 

that place  (ָמקֹום)

Bethel ( ל ֵ֑ ית־א  ֵּֽ  ,(ב 



Seek God

•17 And he was afraid and said, "How awesome
is this place! This is none other than the house 
of God ( ל ֵ֑ ית־א  ֵּֽ (ב  , and this is the gate of 
heaven."



Best Life is in God

• Philippians 3:8 Indeed, I count everything as 
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ 



"SIR CAN YOU REMEMBER WHAT MADE 
YOU THE HAPPIEST MAN IN LIFE?"

4 stages of happiness in life:

Accumulate wealth and means, 

collecting valuables & items, 

getting big projects, 

donated wheelchairs to 200 disabled children



THIS CHILD 
SAID: "I WANT 
TO REMEMBER 
YOUR FACE SO 
THAT WHEN I 
MEET YOU IN 
HEAVEN, I WILL 
BE ABLE TO 
RECOGNIZE 
YOU & THANK 
YOU ONCE 
AGAIN”





Seeking the Good Life

•We are God’s Work in Progress
•God’s Promise and Presence with us
•Best Life is in God


