
God’s Family: Dealing with Rivalries
Genesis 29:15-30 & John 13:34-35



Family is the bedrock of our society, nation and church. 

God began creation not by creating nations but family. 

Family is God’s model of his relationship with 

mankind. 



Knowing Jacob’s desire, Laban wickedly
schemed against him.

“And he stayed with him a month. Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because 
you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing?.” 

(v.14b-15)



Laban’s entices Jacob with a false promise with 

no intention of honouring his promise.

“Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give 
her to any other man; stay with me.” (v.19)



False promises breaks trust and gives false hope. 

As believers we are called to be covenant 
keepers.

“But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth 
or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so 

that you may not fall under condemnation.” (James 5:12)



Jacob’s profound mistake and disappointment 
with no hope of recourse.

“And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, 
“What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for 

Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” (v.25)



Jacob’s deep pain – when disappointed by a fellow 
kinsmen.

“Laban said, “It is not so done in our country, to give the younger 
before the firstborn.” (v.26)



Jacob overcame his disappointment by

focusing on his goal.

“Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in 
return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and 

completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be 
his wife.” (vv.27-28)



Jacob’s practice of favouritism, was the source 
of discord at home.

“So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, 
and served Laban for another seven years.” (v.30)



Jacob’s favouritism of Rachel over Leah resulted 

in generations of sibling rivalries.

“When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but 
Rachel was barren.” (vv.31-35)



We are warned, not to show favouritism. Love
unconditionally those whom God has given to us.

“But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by 
the law as transgressors.” (James 2:9) “For God shows no partiality.” 

(Rom 2:11).



“You can pick your friends, but you 

don’t pick your family.” 

“If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God 

whom he has not seen” (1 John 4:20). 



We need to be reconciled to those we are alienated. 

Reconciliation brings transformation.
“Leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to 

your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” (Matt 5:24)


